Primary colon cancer without gross mucosal tumor: unusual presentation of a common malignancy.
Colon cancer typically arises in the colonic lumen, allowing for endoscopic detection of cancerous and premalignant lesions. In the case presented, a 73-year-old man with iron deficiency anemia had two colonoscopies showing only diverticula and internal hemorrhoids. Three years later, when the patient complained of dull, intermittent lower abdominal pain, a third colonoscopy identified diverticula, three adenomatous polyps, and no other abnormality. Computed tomography (CT) of the abdomen revealed a 5 cm x 6 cm pericolic fluid collection, which was later found to communicate with the sigmoid colon. The surgical specimen from a partial colectomy contained a distal sigmoid perforation with a 2.5 cm moderately differentiated adenocarcinoma in the underlying submucosal tissue. There was no gross intraluminal tumor. Histopathology, including immunohistochemistry, was consistent with colonic adenocarcinoma. Primary colon cancer grossly sparing the mucosa is an unusual presentation for this common malignancy.